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2026/12/1 15:50 Import Al 197: Facebook trains cyberpunk Al; Chinese companies unite behind ‘AlBench’ evaluation system; how Cloudflare us.

IMPORT AI

ABOUT  WORK

Import AI 197: Facebook trains cyberpunk
AIL; Chinese companies unite behind
‘AIBench’ evaluation system; how Cloudflare
uses AI
by Jack Clark

Want to analyze real-world Al performance? Use AlBench instead of
MLPerf, says AlBench developers:

...Chinese universities and 17 companies come together to develop Al
measurement approach...

A consortium of Chinese universities along with seventeen companies -
including Alibaba, Tencent, Baidu, and ByteDance - have developed AlBench,
an Al benchmarking suite meant to compete with MLPerf, an Al
benchmarking suite predominantly developed by American universities and
companies. AlBench is interesting because it proposes ways to do fine-
grained analysis of a given Al application, which could help developers make
their software more efficient. It's also interesting because of the sheer
number of major Chinese companies involved, and in its explicit positioning
as an alternative to MLPerf,

End-tt d icati ks: AlBench is meant to test tasks in an
end-to-end way, covering both the Al and non-Al components. Some of the
tasks it tests against include: recommendation tasks, 3D face recognition,
face embedding (turning faces into features), video prediction, image
compression, speech recognition, and more. This means AlBench can
measure various real-world metrics, like the latency of a given task that
reflects the time it takes to execute the Al part, as well as the surrounding
infrastructure software services, and so on.

Fine-grained analysis: AlBench will help researchers figure out what
proportion of time their systems spend doing different things while
executing a program, helping them figure out, for instance, how much time
is spent doing data arrangement for a task versus running convolution
operations, or batch normalization, and so on.

The politics of measurement: It's no coincidence that most of AlBench's
backers are Chinese and most of MLPerfs backers are American -
measurement is intimately tied to the development of standards, and
standards are one of the (extraordinarily dull) venues where US and Chinese
entities are currently jockeying for influence with one another. Systems like
AlBench will generate valuable data about the performance of
contemporary Al applications, while also supporting various second-order

https:/jjack-clark 1/import-ai-1 book- berpunk-ai-chi behind-aibench-eval how-clo... 118
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